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A Center Dedicated to Driving an
Era of Creativity within All.

Kobe is a city where people of all ages live, work and play.
Kobe hos a special place where everyone

- child, teenager or adult - can gather together, converse,
and create new things again and again.

This place is the Design and Creative Center Kobe [KIITO).

Creating Kobe's future depends not only on a select group of

artists and designers but also on ideas and devices born from different
types of people and different generations interacting.

As this interaction grows in scale and momentum,

citizen attachment to their home city will deepen,

individuality will thrive, and ultimately show itself

in an enhanced Kobe economy.

Both individuals and the city are already becoming more creative,

and KNTO is playing a central role to drive this dynamic.

Initioting from Kobe's Sannomiya area,

an unprecedented attempt is

being made to turn Kobe into a role model

for urban development, both for Japan and for the wider world.

A Center for People, the City, and the World -
The Design and Creative Center Kobe
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The former ‘Kobe Raw Silk Testing Center’ [construction
completion years: Old Building 1927, New Building 1932)
was renovated and opened in August, 2012 as

the "Design and Creative Center Kobe', Remembering

the facility’s original function as o place to nssess

the quality of raw silk, the new center hos been
nicknamed “KIITO", meaning “raw silk” in Jopanese.
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+Creative is o method for solving social problems
within our communities by introducing new ideas
and challenging - indeed surpassing -preconceived
concepts about design and art, etc.
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Chibikkobe
Adream town built by Kobe's children and creators wurking together Children were
splitinto three groups, each categorized as professional occ ly ‘architects’,

‘designers’, and ‘chefs’. The children in the three groups were tanght and guided by
‘creators’, (professionals from each respective occupation) and then invited to use their
newly acquired skills to create fifteen "dream shops” from scratch. Other than this
town-making program, the Chibikkobe series includes various workshops intended to
cultivate children's creativity.
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+Creative International Exhibition
Taking asits themes variousissues ontheglobal social such as'di
preparedness’,'medical care’, 'welfare' and 'education’, KIITO collects +Creative ideas
for solving such problems. Theideas aredrawn from both Japan and overseas, then

showcased together in the form of an exhibition. On top of this, we are compiling an
archive of +Creative ideas and works gathered from around the world.
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+Creative Seminar
Ahumanresourced tprogramto bat social probl through the
power of creativity. Thisis a programin which project teams comprised of citizens;
develop solutions for tackling various kinds of social problem through research,
regular discussion and brainstorming under different themes. Through this process
they have put forward some substantial proposals by tapping the power of creativity
fordesign and new ideas.
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+CREATIVE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION
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Mirai no Kakera Lab (Pieces of the Future Lab)
With modern society in states of increasing chaos, this labis an experimental attempt
tovisualize our own futurein a grass roots manner by picking up on various
“pieces of the future”, orin other words, the buds of future potential that exist all
around us. Our Center's director Takashi Serizawa acts as Moderator.
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+Creative Lectures and Workshops
Periodically KIITO hosts +Creative Lectures and Workshops that bring together very
different kinds of people who take an approach to their work that exemplifies the

+Creative viewpointin a variety of fields such as design, urban development and art.
These areinthe form of either lecture-style or experience-style events.
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Kobe "Cuisine" Project
Hereis aforum where culinary professionals, food producers and consumers get
together to re-examine food from its essentials, discuss food cuisine relating to Kobe,
and share the results beyond the Forum. In addition, the groups are starting initiatives

and exchanges that extend beyond the standard understanding of food.

bDIKNI=92av7
BEHSOMEY, RUBFATELHEEFVENE, $OTYOXRERY,
HERTIBTT. BREFECSYEDHSAL+TUI(F(TERAL, FLLR
MAEEhEZLEERLET,

+CREATIVE LECT! '

N il

Monozukuri Workshop(Manufacturing Workshop)
Hereis a place where people can familiarize th L withthe ials of
manufacturing and gain hands-on experience while learning time-honored wisdom
and technigues handed down from the past. In addition, the workshop aims at helping
todi +Creative el indaily life and to generate new viewpoints.
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KITO Artist in Residence
KITO provides studio spaces where artists can stay for an extended period and work
on their creations. We invite artists focusing their efforts on Kobe-related research
and who willinteract with the people of the city. These artists in residence are
discovering a new Kobe or reinterpreting the city from an artist’s viewpoint which they
visualizein their work.
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Self-build Workshop

This is an initiative that seeks to invite creators to serve as navigators and exchange
ideas on how to use the spaces that KIITO has more effectively. The ‘Self-build
Workshop'is held to put their ideas into practice. Ultimately, the aim is to enhance the
of KIITO and its facilities.
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Meets + Design
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Meets +Design
These events are heldin a party style format to provide people with opportunities to link
more closelywith creative activities and design. Chefs and designers produce ‘cuisine’

and 'space’ concepts that help create new encounters and dialogue among creators
workingindifferent fields.
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KiiTalk

KllTalk is an event for creators and students working in awide range of genres and for
KIITO creative lab residents to present their designs, thoughts and ideas. In so doing,
they generate new opportunities to establish partnerships and projects between
people working in creative fields.
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Kobe Studies
Thisisan attnmpt tocreate a “Kobeology” - adiscipline for looking at Kobe from
I vi We invite lecturers from a host of fields including history,

geography, u::ulngy anthropology and artin a cross-disciplinary manner. KIITO's Kobe

studies are conducted from a multifaceted approach that includes fieldwork and
practical work.
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Open KITO & KITO Marché

‘Open KIITD' refers to the holding of open days for people to tour the Creative Lab Space

and 'KIITO Marché, a market to connect KITTO related creators with other people. This

is an opportunity for everybody to getto know KIITO, experience its creative activities
and enhance communications within and outside the design center.
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1F+ Creative Studio

Thisis an archive for recording and introducing KIITO projects which offer
creative solutions to social issues such as 'disaster preparedness’,
‘environmental protection’, ‘food safety’, and challenges related to health,
welfare, education and town planning. The processes by which these
solutions are found and implemented are also introduced.
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Cafe

Aspacewhere people canrelax and communicate was created that utilizes
the furniture and silk test machines of the old Kobe Raw 5ilk Testing Center.
This KIITO CAFE also offers a limited quantity of ‘health-conscious’ lunches

based on the keyword 'yasashii' (gentle, kind, caring). The spaceis alsoused
asabasefor Kobe food-related projects.
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Raw Silk Testing Center Museum
The KIITO buildings were originally home to the ‘Kobe Raw Silk Testing
Center’. The Museum introduces the history of the original Center and its’ silk
testi thods through photographs, i and displays of actual
equipment used at the time.
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Library

This space houses a collection of free papers introducing the local artand
design scenes of places across Japan. Equipped also with a meeting area,
thisis alively space fostering two-way interactive dialogue.
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Rental Space
The KIITO Hall, Gallery A, B, C, and Meeting Room 301,302, 303, are available
for hire. KIITO hall has 950 square meters as a unique space of the former raw
silk testing center.
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Workshop (Studio)
Thisis aworkshop where KIITO members can use digital processing
technologies such as laser cutters, 3D printers, and UV printers, as well as
CAD and graphics software. (Please direct enquiries to the 3F workshop).
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Creative Lab Space
There are a total of 35 office and residential spaces where people activein
creative circles can gather, interact with one another and cross the
boundaries thatusually separate their respective fields.
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Closed on Mondays Opening hours: 9:00-21:00 Admission free
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The former Kobe Raw Silk Testing Center (the 0ld Building) was constructed in
1927 to o design bosed on o Gothic style of architecture.
It was built as a facility for inspecting the quality of raw silk for export.

In 1932 the building was transferred to state ownership and an annex,

the former National Raw Silk Testing Center (the New Building), was constructed
to the east of the Old Building. The export of raw silk from the Port of Kobe
reached a peak during the Taisho and the early Showa eras (about 1910 to 1935).

And now today, many years after the role of this important base for exporting
modern Jopanese industry and culture hos ended, these buildings have become
a place for passing on Kobe's cultural legacy from the era of

the Raw Silk Testing Center, as well as for creating brand new value.

In 2008, Kobe City was designated as a City of Design under the UNESCO
Creative Cities Network. Then, in August, 2012, the Design and Creative Center
Kobe [KITO) held its grand opening os o base for the creation of design in Kobe.

KITO proposes the introduction of more design into the everyday lives of
our people so that we con oll enjoy more enriched forms of living.

From o viewpoint unhampered by the stereotypes that often cling to art
and design, KITO is introducing new ideas and devices created from

the diversity of human exchange and putting +Creative into practice as an
attempt to solve social problems surrounding us.

KITO is aiming to function as a design base that connects both with
Kobe and with the wider world.

BN REMMSEH  Venue: Kobe city in Hyogo prefecture, Japan
Bir: 2012%8A Estoblished in August, 2012

WME®W 8,601m  Site oreo: 8,601m

ERE™ 13,779 Total floor space: 13,779 m
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20 min. walk south from Sannomiya Station

(on JR, Honkyu ond Honshin Roilways]

10 min. walk from Sannomiya Hanadokei-Mae Station
(on Kobe Subway Kaigan Line)

10 min. walk from Boeki Center Station (on Port Liner rail)
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