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A Center Dedicated to Driving an
Era of Creativity within All.

Kobe is a city where people of all ages live, work and play.
Kobe has a special place where everyone

- child, teenager or adult - can gather together, converse,
and create new things again and again.

This place is the Design and Creative Center Kobe (KIITO).

Creating Kobe’s future depends not only on a select group of

artists and designers but also on ideas and devices born from different
types of people and different generations interacting.

As this interaction grows in scale and momentum,

citizen attachment to their home city will deepen,

individuality will thrive, and vltimately show itself

in an enhanced Kobe economy.

Both individuals and the city are already becoming more creative,

and KIITO is playing a central role to drive this dynamic.

Initiating from Kobes Sannomiya area,

an unprecedented attempt is

being made to turn Kobe into a role model

for urban development, both for Japan and for the wider world.

A Center for People, the City, and the World -
The Design and Creative Center Kobe
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The former ‘Kobe Raw Silk Testing Center’ (construction
completion years: 0ld Building 1927, New Building 1932)
was renovated and opened in August, 2012 as
the‘Design and Creative Center Kobe: Remembering

the facilitys original function as a place to assess

the quality of raw silk, the new center has been
nicknamed “KIIT0*, meaning “raw silk” in Japanese.
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+Creative is a method for solving social problems
within our communities by introducing new ideas

and challenging - indeed surpassing -preconceived
concepts about design and art, etc.
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Chibikkobe

This children's city is the future of Kobe. Through these experiential activities we conduct
various programs to cultivate children’s creativity. The kids learn from architects,
designers, chefs and many other creators to create ‘dream’ shops, town-plans, work
experiences etc., in cooperation with other children and with adult support.
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+Creative International Exhibition
Taking asitsthemes variousissuesonthe global social agenda such as ‘disaster
preparedness’,'medical care’, ‘welfare’and ‘education’, KIITO collects +Creative ideas
for solving such problems. Theideas aredrawn from both Japan and overseas, then

showcased togetherinthe form of an exhibition. On top of this, we are compiling an
archive of +Creative ideas and works gathered from around the world.
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+Creative Seminar
Ahumanresource development program to combat social problems through the
power of creativity. Thisis aprogramin which project teams comprised of citizens;
develop solutions for tackling various kinds of social problem through research,
regulardiscussion and brainstorming under differentthemes. Through this process
they have put forward some substantial proposals by tapping the power of creativity
fordesignand new ideas.
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+Creative Lectures and Workshops
Periodically KIITO hosts +Creative Lectures and Workshops that bring together very
differentkinds of people who take an approach to their work that exemplifies the
+Creative viewpointin avariety of fields such asdesign, urban development and art.
Theseareinthe form of either lecture-style or experience-style events.
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Kobe "Cuisine" Project
Hereisaforum where culinary professionals, food producers and consumers get
togethertore-examine food fromits essentials, discuss food cuisine relating to Kobe,

and share theresults beyond the Forum. In addition, the groups are starting initiatives
and exchanges that extend beyond the standard understanding of food.
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Monozukuri Workshop(Manufacturing Workshop)
Hereis aplace where people can familiarize themselves with the essentials of
manufacturing and gain hands-on experience while learning time-honored wisdom
andtechniques handed down from the past. In addition, the workshop aims at helping
todiscover +Creative elementsin daily life and to generate new viewpoints.
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KIITO Artist Support program
KIITO provides studio spaces where artists can stay for an extended period and work
ontheir creations. We invite artists focusing their efforts on Kobe-related research
and who willinteract with the people of the city. These artistsinresidence are
discovering anew Kobe or reinterpreting the city from an artist’s viewpoint which they
visualizeintheir work.
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Self-build Workshop

Thisis aninitiative that seeks toinvite creators to serve as navigators and exchange
ideasonhowtousethe spacesthat KIITO has more effectively. The ‘Self-build
Workshop'is held to put theirideasinto practice. Ultimately, the aimis to enhance the
environment and attractiveness of KIITO and its facilities.
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Kobe Studies
Thisis anattemptto create a “Kobeology” - adiscipline for looking at Kobe from
unconventional viewpoints. We invite lecturers from a host of fields including history,
geography, ecology, anthropology and artinacross-disciplinary manner.KIITO’s Kobe

studies are conducted from a multifaceted approach thatincludes fieldwork and
practical work.
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Open KIITO
‘OpenKIITO referstothe holding of open days for people to tour the Creative Lab
Space.Thisisanopportunity for everybody to getto know KIITO, experienceits
creative activities and enhance communications within and outside the design center.
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KIITO:300 CAMP
Thisis aplatformintended to both stimulate and nurture childhood curiosity and
creativity. As well as hosting design workshops and art events for children, 300 Camp
also offers programs for grown-upsinvolved in education.
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KIITO:300 FARM
Thisis acollaboration and participation program opento anyone interested in joining
with others for agood cause. The 300 Farm provides support and consulting to
social-improvement projects, as well as events and lectures that help people become
moreinvolved in community activities.
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Designers
Individuals working in awide-range of fields related to design are invited to talk about

theirworkindiscussion with anexpertinterviewer. This dialogue-style event format
revealsthe guest’'sthoughts ondesign, their design process, and future projects.
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1F +Creative Studio

Thisisanarchive for recording and introducing KIITO projects which offer creative
solutionsto socialissues such as ‘disaster preparedness’, ‘environmental protection’,
‘food safety’, and challenges related to health, welfare, education and town planning. The
processes by which these solutions are found and implemented are also introduced.
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Cafe

Aspacewhere people canrelaxand communicate was created that utilizes the furniture
and silk test machines of the old Kobe Raw Silk Testing Center. This KIITO CAFE also offers a
‘health-conscious’ lunches based on the keyword ‘yasashii’ (gentle, kind, caring). The
spaceisalsoused asabase for Kobe food-related projects.
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Raw Silk Testing Center Museum
The KIITO buildings were originally home to the ‘Kobe Raw Silk Testing Center’. The
Museumintroduces the history of the original Center and its’ silk testing methods through
photographs, images and displays of actual equipment used at the time.

173V
FHLURT = Y=V EEBEAB7 ) —R=N—%2EIPSNEI-T1VT R
N=2AHHALMABDAI 1= -2 a2 EHHTHTT,
Library

This space houses a collection of free papersintroducing the local art and design scenes of
places across Japan. Equipped also with a meeting area,
thisis alively space fostering two-way interactive dialogue.

WRETHIL=ZRZEEE Kobe Sannomiya Municipal Library
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This third-floor spaceisopentoall age groups. Here, children, employees, retirees,
artists, creators etc. gather, collaborate, andinteract. KIITO 300 is home to two programs:
the activities of the ‘KIIT0:300 Camp’, fostering creativity in children, and the ‘KIITO:300
Farm’ supporting local community exchange and social contribution activities.
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Rental Space
The KIITO Hall, Gallery A, B, C, and Meeting Room 101, 301, 302, 303, are available for hire.
KIITO hall has 950 square meters as aunique space of the former raw silk testing center.
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Creative Lab Space
There are atotal of 39 office and residential spaces where people active in creative circles
can gather, interact with one another and cross the boundaries that usually separate their
respective fields.
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The former Kobe Raw Silk Testing Center (the Old Building) was
constructed in 1927 to a design based on a Gothic style of architecture.

It was built as a facility for inspecting the quality of raw silk for export.

In 1932 the older, municipal, building was transferred to state ownership
and a new east annex constructed. The renamed

‘National Raw Silk Testing Center’ operated when raw silk exports through
the Port of Kobe were at their peak.

And now today, many years after the role of this important base for exporting
modern Japanese industry and culture has ended, these buildings

have become a place for passing on Kobe's cultural legacy from the era of
the Raw Silk Testing Center, as well as for creating brand new value.

In 2008, Kobe City was designated as a City of Design under the UNESCO
Creative Cities Network. Then, in August, 2012,

the Design and Creative Center Kobe (KIITO) held its grand opening

as a base for the creation of design in Kobe.

KIITO proposes the introduction of more design into the everyday lives of
our people so that we can all enjoy more enriched forms of living.

From aviewpoint unhampered by the stereotypes that often cling to art
and design, KIITO is introducing new ideas and devices created from

the diversity of human exchange and putting +Creative into practice as an
attempt to solve social problems surrounding us.

KIITO is aiming to function as a design base that connects both with
Kobe and with the wider world.

B RER#FET  Venue: Kobe city in Hyogo prefecture, Japan
ER3L: 20124 8A  Established in August, 2012

BitmE#® 8,60Ini  Site area: 8,601m2

HEFREA 13,779 Total floor space: 13,779m2
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20 min. walk south from Sannomiya Station
(on JR, Hankyu and Hanshin Railways)

o

10 min. walk from S iya Han i-Mae Station

(on Kobe Subway Kaigan Line)
10 min. walk from Boeki Center Station (on Port Liner rail)

Near the ‘KIITO-Mae’ Port Loop bus stop.
*with short-term parking spaces for 13 cars.



